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Friends Gift Lake George Fountain 

The new fountain in Lake George was gifted 
to the Josephinum by the Friends, in honor of 
former Chaplain, Father John Allen, who was 
recalled to his diocese last December. Thank 
you to the plant operations staff who helped 
facilitate this addition to the seminary’s 

beautiful campus.  

Welcome, Father James! 
Getting to Know Our New Chaplain 

A warm welcome to our 
new chaplain, Father 
Dylan James, Asst. 
Professor of Moral 
Theology. Father James 
is a priest of the Diocese 
of Plymouth, England. 
Ordained in 1998, he 
holds a licentiate from 

the Dominican House of 
Studies in Washington, DC, and a doctorate in 
moral theology from the Alphonsianum in 
Rome.  An American citizen by his mother 
(from Waukegan, Illinois) and British by his 
father (from Cardigan, Wales), Father James 
was raised in Devon, England, but spent 
summers with family in the United States. For 
14 years, he was a parish pastor in West Moors, 
Shaftesbury, Dartmouth, Poole, Exeter, and 
Barnstaple. He also taught at Wonersh Seminary 
and provided moral theology formation. 
Father James responds to a few questions from Friends’ 
member Ellyn Dekker.  
What has impressed you about the 
Josephinum? 
First, the amazing loyalty and enthusiasm of 
those who work here. I’ve never been part of an 
institution where the administrative, 
maintenance, and cleaning staff talk and act 
with such a manifest dedication to their 
workplace. This struck me my first week and is 

(Continued on page 2) 

Father Dylan James 

Pizza Party Sponsored by FOJ 

We said “Welcome and 
Welcome Back” with a 
pizza party for the 
seminarians on October 
9. Donato’s pizza was 

enjoyed by all!   

Advent blessings to all, and  
prayerful best wishes for a Merry Christmas 

and Happy New Year! 
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an impression that has lasted. It’s a privilege to 
be part of it. The dedication of the FOJ is a 
visible and important aspect of that. Second, the 
quality of the young men we are serving and 
forming here. These are men who could be 
highly successful in the secular world yet have 
chosen to put that aside in pursuit of the Lord. 
Third, the formation team that Father Beseau is 
building is renewing and inspiring. It’s always 
exciting to be part of a team that is on the 
upward trajectory of change. Our new rector is 
a natural leader and is attracting others to join 
him. This adds to an impressive pre-existing 
faculty – one of the great strengths of our 
Josephinum tradition.  

How do our seminarians differ from 
those in England? Seminarians in the UK show many characteristics similar to those here. They are 
consciously counter-cultural, knowing they are choosing a vocation and promoting a way of life that 
many of their friends and family reject.  They are confident in their Catholic faith, full of the spirit of 
the New Evangelization, and convinced that they have something great to offer the world around us.   

What changes in seminary life have had to be made during the pandemic? COVID has 
caused us many challenges. We have been able to continue to humanly interact with the men, within a 
safe  “bubble,” which is essential for their formation. Creating an environment where we can do 
formation has been very hard emotionally. Restricting contact with the outside world has been tough 
but I think it was the best option available to us. 

Do you think the Josephinum’s pontifical status makes a difference in formation? Yes. It 
gives a sense of the universal Church. The international recruitment of faculty, and the gift of our 
African seminarians, are due to our pontifical status. It connects, too, with the missionary vision of 
our founder, Msgr. Jessing, who wanted our pontifical status to enable us to serve more than just the 
local diocese. America is an increasingly diverse nation, and the pontifical status helps form a vision 
for our men to be ready to serve that.  

Are you pleased to be in the USA?  What do you miss about England? I’m delighted to be 
here in America!  I’m a US citizen and have always wanted to do a part of my priesthood here. What I 
miss most about Britain, other than family and friends, is a decent cup of tea! 

What particular message do you have for the FOJ? I regret that COVID restrictions have kept 
the FOJ from being on campus this year.  We’ve kept our ‘bubble’ secure to protect our more high-
risk men, but it’s stopped us being as welcoming as we’d have liked to be. We really do value your 
support! Keep us in your prayers and be assured, personally, that the FOJ members are in mine. 

(Continued from page 1) 

 

 

Father Michael Kelly, Father Dylan James, seminarian 

Shane Gerrity (Columbus) and alumni liaison Michael 

Fry T’85 pack up cards from the Josephinum communi-

ty to alumnus Msgr. Gilbert Meyer, in celebration of 

his 105th birthday in October.  
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From the President  
Dear Friends, 

The last letter I wrote to 
you was right after our 
Lenten Reflection at the 
end of February. Little did 
we know what was in store 
for us in 2020!  It has been 
a challenging year to say 
the least. I pray that all of 
you are well and healthy. 

COVID 19 has affected us all deeply in many 
ways. It has affected our health, church life, 
family life, social life, country and the entire 
world.   

Obviously, it has affected the Josephinum and the 
FOJ as well, but we are still deeply committed to 
helping our wonderful seminarians both through 
prayer and financial assistance. The Board of 
Directors has continued to meet, mostly via 
Zoom. Unfortunately, we had to cancel our 
Josephinum 4-Miler in September, but we remain 
hopeful that we will return to that event in full 
force in 2021. We were also disappointed to 
postpone our annual Mass and meeting in 
November but will reschedule that when we are 
able. A virtual Clergy Who Cook is planned for 
January 2021, more on page 4! 

We all look forward to returning to “normal.” In 
the meantime, we need your continued prayers 
and support. Please be ambassadors for the 
Friends of the Josephinum in your communities. 
Since 2001, the FOJ has provided over $1 million 
in financial assistance to seminarians by funding 
scholarships, textbooks, emergency travel, 
medical and dental care. Seek and invite  new 
members among your friends and parishioners. A 
vibrant membership is the key to our success! 

I pray that all of you and your families will have a 
blessed Advent and a Merry Christmas. 

Blessings, 
Venetia Bramlage 

Seminarian Spotlight 
Max Gallegos  
Diocese of Birmingham in Alabama  

I was born and raised in the small town of Fort 
Payne, AL – former Sock Capitol of the World and 
home of the country band “Alabama.” In my family, 
there are seven members: Joshua (9), Kelly (12), 
Bridget (18), Lexiss (21), and myself (23), who are 
blessed with two exemplary parents, Horencio 
Gallegos and Griselda Perez.  

Growing up, at the center of our household were 
food, hard work, prayer in the forms of lectio divina 
and the Rosary, and love. Some of my greatest's 
memories are of my family gathered for meals or 
prayers. Every day, I thank God for the grace of 
having a home where love and joy are ever-present.  

I attended school in the Fort Payne system and 
graduated from high school in 2015, after which I 
entered Jacksonville State University’s computer 
science program and marching band. 

It wasn’t until my sophomore year at JSU that I 
heard God’s call on an intimate level. My 
immediate response was one of confusion and 
disbelief. I had never considered such a reality. 
Nevertheless, after graduating in 2019 I decided to 
pursue something I never thought God would call 
me to. This pursuit is providing an unfathomable 
amount of growth and joy. 

(Continued on page 5) 

Max with his family on move-in day. 
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From the rector 

Dear Friends of the 
Josephinum,  

These days leading up to 
the Christmas season – 
one of the two most 
sacred times in our 
Church – are likely not 
filled with the spirited 
gatherings and sense of 
togetherness that are such 
a part of our faith and family traditions. This 
is true for the Josephinum family as well. So 
many of the things that build up our seminary 
community have not taken place. We know 
that you have missed hosting your events in 
person and spending time with the 
seminarians, who inspire you all deeply and 
are at the core of your mission.  

Yet there is cause for celebration! No 
seminarian at the Josephinum ever contracted 
the coronavirus while on campus, and we 
have been able to hold in-person classes and 
formation throughout the semester. We have 
persevered in our mission. All of us – the 
Friends included – made many sacrifices to 
make this happen. We did what was necessary 
to protect our seminarians’ health and safety 
and our seminary family. Though we have 
been apart physically, together, we worked 
harder for these men than ever before.  

Everyone here at the Josephinum is grateful 
for the many sacrifices you have made. Please 
continue to keep us in your prayers; know 
that we are praying with you that the coming 
year brings more certain times.  

May these remaining days of Advent bring 
moments of peace and hope to you and your 
families. On behalf of our seminarians, 
faculty, and staff, I wish you all a sacred and 
safe Christmas season.  

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Very Reverend Steven P. Beseau, STD 
Rector/President 

 

Making New Friends 
In the past year, we have grown with 
the addition of new members. Meet our 
new Friends! 

Justin and Katherine Bruce 

Barbara Fink 

James Haninger 

Michael and Judith Ignasiak 

Arthur and Bonita Maupin 

Tom and Jessica Schmitt 

Thom and Katy Wyatt 

Clergy Who Cook Goes Virtual  

There will be a new twist on Clergy Who Cook 
in 2021! You won’t need to leave home on a 
cold January night, we’re going virtual! Have 
beverages and edibles handy as clergy chefs 
tease your taste buds with videos of the 
delicious dishes they are cooking. Videos will 
be posted by 6:00 p.m. on Friday, January 22. 
You will have 24 hours (until 6:00 p.m. on 
Saturday, January 23) to view them and cast 
your vote via credit card donation.  

Our loyal and talented chefs are: Father James 
Black, Father Steve Gideon, Father Michael 
Fulton, Father Patrick Toner, Deacon Todd 
Tucky, and seminarian Deacon Brian Smith 
(Youngstown).   

We will miss being together and greeting 
guests in the Jessing Center but look forward to 
this temporary twist on our great event. Your 
support for seminarians at the Josephinum is 
appreciated and needed. 

Past Sponsors will be contacted and invited to 
help with expenses. Sponsor names will be 
posted on the website. 

Save the Date cards are on their way to you 
with more information. Please join us on 
January 22-23, 2021, to help our future 
priests!  
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Editors 
Ellyn Dekker 
Carolyn Dinovo 

 

Honestly, the seminary world was entirely foreign to me. I 
came in with an open mind and heart. It was hard not seeing 
much of family during the year. It was challenging living with 
other men, each of whom brought something different to 
communal living. I am learning patience, compassion, 
fairness, and honesty with myself and others.  

I would have to say that my favorite part about the 
Josephinum is the fraternity and the quality of education we 
are receiving. I do not wake up necessarily ecstatic about 
morning classes, but I know what will be taught in class will 
be inspiring and authentic. the men here are all striving 
towards being the good, wholesome, holy men, and 
ultimately, the holy priests our world so desperately needs. I 
know that I can trust these brothers to push me. 

On a fun note, I have many hobbies: golf (my favorite sport), 
soccer, basketball, football, good movies, playing drums, 
listening to Blues and Classical music, photography, 
videography, graphic design, and cooking. I don’t excel at 
any of these, but I enjoy them all. My favorite movie is The 
Count of Monte Cristo; it shows the relationship between 
suffering and patience. With no bias whatsoever, my favorite 
food is a Mexican dish called Gorditas de Harina specifically 
cooked by my mother (and no, it is not anything like Taco 
Bell’s Gordita Crunch.) 

If, God willing, I am ordained, I hope to integrate families 
into the body of Christ by fostering connections between the 
parishioners and the priest. Along with preaching, teaching, 
counseling, and working with the youth and elderly, I hope 
to teach philosophy to teenagers who otherwise would not be 
exposed to it. Also, I hope to serve and guide the laity who have the zeal to spread the Word of God.  

Favorite Quote: “If you want to get to know yourself and others, get to know Christ.” Abbot Cletus, OSB 
Favorite Bible Verse: “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.” John 1:29 
Favorite Prayers: Rosary, Divine Mercy Chaplet, Mary, Undoer of Knots prayer, The Angelus, St. 
Ambrose's prayer before Mass, The Nicene Creed, and Saint Thomas Aquinas’ prayer before study. 

(Continued from page 3) 

Max on drums at the basketball tournament. 

Max  (middle left) created this fun image for the 

PCJ’s social media “World Smile Day” post.  


